EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR        [1914

splendid support of d'Urbal's corps, without the
Belgians on the Yser and Maud'huy at Arras, the
case would have indeed been hopeless, and no allies
ever fought in more gallant accord. But the most
critical task fell to the British troops, and not the
least of the gain was the complete assurance it gave
of their quality. They opposed the blood and iron
of the German onslaught with a stronger blood and a
finer steel.

Within hearing of the guns at Ypres, roaring
their last challenge, the greatest British soldier
passed away. Lord Roberts landed at Boulogne
on llth November on a visit to his beloved Indian
troops. On the 12th he was at the headquarters of
the corps, and went about among his old friends,
speaking their own tongue, and greeting many who
had fought with, him in the frontier wars. The
strain proved too great for the veteran ; he caught
a chill in the bitter weather ; and while the Indian
wounded waited in hospital on his coming, the news
arrived that he was seriously ill. Pleurisy followed,
and at eight o'clock on the night of Saturday the
14th the end came. Lord Roberta's death syn-
chronized with the passing of the army which he had
commanded and done much to create. First Ypres
saw the apotheosis of the British regulars, but also
their end. That army was now to change its char-
acter in welcoming all classes and conditions within
its ranks, and growing from a small professional
force to the armed strength of a nation.
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